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Selling History, Selling Cities

Janet R. Daly Bednarek, University of Dayton

During 2003, Dayton, Ohio, home of the Wright brothers, will
celebrate the 100th anniversary of the invention of the airplane.
It will do so with concerts, symposiums, fireworks, and air
shows.  The local public television station has developed and
will distribute, free of charge to all public schools in the state, a
multi-media, K-12 curriculum package on the history and
science of flight.  Though attention will shift to the outer banks
of North Carolina on the actual anniversary date, December
17, Dayton will wrap up the year’s events with a “Home for
Christmas” program, marking the native son’s return following
their success at Kitty Hawk.

In much of the literature promoting these events the stated
purpose is to educate the nation and the world to the fact that
the Wright brothers invented the airplane and that they were
from Dayton, Ohio.  If the year ends with a sense that more
people are aware of the history behind the Wright brothers and
their achievement, will the effort be deemed a success?  The
answer is only a partial yes.  Certainly telling and retelling the
story of the Wright brothers is an important part of the purpose
behind the many initiatives in Dayton.  However, another
agenda is at work.  The Centennial Celebration of Flight will
not be viewed as a complete success unless it produces tangible
evidence of a greater sense of regional identity for the Miami
Valley and increased economic development in the area.

As recent literature on the history of tourism has shown,
promoters have been using connections to history (real and
constructed) to lure people to various sites for over a century.
This is not a stunning revelation as we are all familiar with the
“George Washington Slept Here” ploy used to lure visitors to
any number of hamlets and villages.  But not all of this has
been constructed hype.  While General Washington probably
did not live long enough to spend all those nights away from
home, local historical societies have worked diligently to
identify and mark the location of actual events of historic
significance.  Many of us can probably remember our parents

pulling the car over to the side of the road so that we could read
a state historic marker and discover what “brush with history”
our excursion into the countryside had brought us.

In using history to promote economic development Dayton is
obviously not the first nor the only the engage in what many
are now calling “heritage tourism.”  Though the action is not
new, the level of activity, particularly on the part of cities, does
seem to have grown over the past twenty years.  It has involved
more recent events (the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s
and 1960s, for example, in Memphis) and has involved local-
federal cooperation in the form of new national parks and
heritage areas.  Events in Dayton highlight this intersection of
historical commemoration and economic development.  The
combination of the two has not come without a certain
measure of debate and controversy, at the root of which is a
conflict over the balance between historic commemoration and
economic development priorities.  And this can raise the more
fundamental question, whose history is it?

UHA Past President Ann Durkin Keating and
President Robert Fishman at the UHA annual dinner
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In 1989 a group a “propeller heads” – otherwise known as
aviation enthusiasts – gathered to form a new organization to
preserve local sites associated with the history of aviation,
particularly the Wright brothers, and to begin to plan for what
they personally saw as one of the most significant upcoming
events, the 100th anniversary of powered flight on December
17, 2003.  This group formed what was known as the 2003
Committee, hired an executive director, and went to work.
Soon, however, a number of civic leaders, including the local
newspaper publisher, began to see a larger vision for this group.
They came to believe that the occasion of the centennial could
be used to address what they identified as two pressing local
issues: regional fragmentation and sluggish economic develop-
ment.  They would use the planning for the event to promote a
stronger sense of regional identity and cooperation and they
would use the publicity for the event (highlighting invention
and innovation) to promote Dayton as a potential location for
new high tech industries.  By the mid-1990s,  the local
publisher had assumed leadership of the 2003 Committee and
the broader civic agenda, rather than that of the founders,
began to drive the organization.  As a “warm up” for 2003, for
example, to test what organizational structures might help
promote cooperation between local governmental entities, the
2003 Committee assumed responsibility for the city of
Dayton’s bicentennial in 1996.  It was at that point that the
conflict between the founding “propeller heads” and the new
leadership became apparent.  What did Dayton’s bicentennial
have to do with airplanes?

The conflict grew as tentative plans for 2003 were announced.
Hoping to model Dayton’s celebration on the Olympics, the
2003 Committee announced plans for cultural festivals, fashion
shows, athletic events, car shows, and bicycle races.  With the
exception of the bicycle races, many in the local aviation
community were left wondering what had happened to the idea
of celebrating the Wright brothers (who at least had built
bicycles before they built an airplane) and, more importantly,
where were the airplanes?  As something of a participant-
observer during this time period, it became clear to me that the
civic leaders running the 2003 Committee were focused on a
national and international audience and how to get them to
Dayton.  The local enthusiasts who initially created the
organization were more narrowly focused on the local history
and on the airplane.  Each accused the other of not understand-
ing what 2003 was all about.

Despite the conflicts, however, there were significant accom-
plishments that both could generally agree upon.  First and
foremost, local leaders persuaded Congress to authorize and
fund the Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historic Park, a
multi-site urban national park.  [The fact that the park includes
a site dedicated to Paul Lawrence Dunbar, the great African
American poet and classmate of Orville Wright highlights
another, more complex part of the local debate over whose
history would be celebrated.]  The main park site (which
includes buildings in which the Wrights operated a print shop
and an early bicycle shop) could act as both a lasting memorial

to the Wrights and a tourist draw.  Further, the city placed the
main park site, located on West Third Street in what became
Dayton’s 20th century ghetto, at the heart of an effort to build
affordable and attractive housing in the city.  The Wright-
Dunbar Village represents a significant investment in one of the
city’s older, economically challenged neighborhoods.

Eventually, both sides in the local debate realized that nothing
would happen in Dayton if they didn’t find some way to
cooperate.  As the final plans emerged, a clearer focus on the
Wrights and their invention became evident and an
acknowledgement of the need to use the event for promotional
purposes was more widely expressed.  And although some
mistrust still exists, there are enough pure aviation events and
enough splashy media events to keep both sides content.
Further, and perhaps more important, there is general agree-
ment that Dayton and the Miami Valley need to continue to
build on what they have been able to accomplish.  As of this
writing, a bill is pending in congress to create a National
Aviation Heritage Area, centered on Dayton.  Whether all this
will result in lasting gains (economically, politically, or cultur-
ally) for the area remains to be seen.  What is clear is that
Dayton has followed a path increasingly common for urban
areas, both large and small, with an identifiable heritage
(Pittsburgh and steel, Beckley, West Virginia, and coal) and has
labored to make the past work for it now and in the future.

Janet R. Bednarek
University of Dayton

Conference Report:
Second Annual Small Cities Conference

The second annual Small Cities Conference, co-sponsored by
the Center for Middletown Studies and the Minnestrista
Cultural Center, was held in Muncie, Indiana, on November 1-
2, 2002.  It was organized and administered by a committee
headed by Bruce Geelhoed, director of the Center.  The
conference theme – “Small Cities: Past, Present, and Future” –
was captured cogently by Kenneth T. Jackson, Jacques Barzun
Professor of History and Social Science at Columbia University,
in his keynote address entitled “The Changing Shape of Small
Town America.”

The conference opened on Friday morning with a session
entitled “Asphalt Neighborhoods: The Struggle Between
Community and Business Expansion,” which featured a panel
consisting of the mayor of Crawfordsville, Indiana, Earlham
College historian Thoedore D. Hamm, and the owner-operator
of ACE Hardware in New Castle, Indiana.  Moderator/
commentator, Jeffrey Cannon, director of the business
administration program at the University of North Carolina,
Chapel Hill, also introduced the documentary videotape Store
Wars.  The afternoon program consisted of four sessions, the
first of which, “Measuring Progress in Small Town Indiana: The
Potential for Community Information Systems,” featured a
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panel from the Polis Center at Indiana University-Purdue
University, Indianapolis (IUPUI), headed by the Center’s
Executive Director, David Bodenhamer.  The second session –
“Health Crises on the Home Front” – included papers on the
1918 influenza epidemic in Allentown and Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania (James E. Higgins) and on the tuberculosis
outbreak in Delaware County, Indiana during the same year
(Michael C. Jarrell).  The third focused on land use and
economic development in Central Indiana and featured IUPUI
faculty members John J. Kirlin and John Ottensman.  The final
session of the afternoon consisted of librarians from the Muncie
Public Library and the Ball State University Library discussing
the changing role of institutions such as theirs in small cities.
The day’s activities concluded with a reception and dinner
hosted by Blaine Brownell, president of Ball State and former
editor of the Journal of Urban History

The second day of the conference began with a plenary session
entitled “A Separate Universe?: The Quest to Define the Small
City,” featuring panelists John d. Buenker, professor of history
at the University of Wisconsin-Parkside, and Theodore
Mesmer, retired official of the United Nations and the Organi-
zation of American States, and moderated by Ball State
historian James Connolly.  The remainder of the morning was
given over to two sessions, the first of which, entitled “The
Federal Presence in Middletown,” was headed by Theodore
Caplow, Commonwealth Professor of Sociology at the
University of Virginia, along with sociologists from Brigham
Young University and St. Mary’s College.  The second, dealing
with race and community formation in two cultures, featured
presentations by Jack S. Blocker of the University of Western
Ontario on the building of networks of cooperation and
communication among African-Americans in the upper
midwest in the half-century after the Civil War, and by Anene
Eljkeme, director of the Pan-African Studies Program at
Barnard College, Columbia University, on the role of race in
the growth of the African community of Onitsha.

Following a luncheon and the keynote address, the conference
concluded with three afternoon sessions.  The first, dealing
with transportation issues in small communities, featured
presentations on the peculiar problems faced by small city
airports (Janet Bednarek) and the trials and tribulations faced
by Key West, Florida, in trying to build transportation links to
the mainland (William C. Barnett).  The second, entitled “The
Business and Political Culture in Small Cities,” consisted of
papers on how to adapt big-city models to small cities (David
Kirschner), how local institutions have inhibited political
activism in Kalamazoo, Michigan (Benjamin Nelson Reames),
and the history of transit systems in Euclid and North
Olmstead, Ohio, (Craig Semsel).  The final session featured a
discussion by two Ball State sociologists on changing racial
boundaries in Muncie.

Is there really such a thing as a “small city” whose nature and
history can be differentiated – with reasonable precision – from
“small towns,” on the one hand, and “big cities,” on the other?

That question is the raison d’etre of the Small Cities Confer-
ence, on that its organizers hope will stimulate an ambitious
research agenda and animate future meetings.

John D. Buenker
University of Wisconsin-Parkside

Conference Report:
Sixth International Conference

on Urban History: Power, Knowledge and
Society in the City

The “Sixth International Conference on Urban History: Power,
Knowledge and Society in the City” was held at the University
of Edinburgh (Scotland), September 4–7, 2002.
The organizer of the International conferences on Urban
History is the European Association of Urban Historians
(EAUH). Interestingly enough, these conferences are attracting
more and more interest among the scientific community.
During the last 10 years the EAUH has regularly arranged
international conferences on the topics of urbanization and city
history in Europe. So far the conference venues have been
Amsterdam, Budapest, Venice and Berlin. The conference in
Edinburgh held 36 sessions and round-tables, where more than
300 urban historians, city sociologists, and art historians from
Europe and all over the world came together to discuss the
subject “Power, Knowledge and Society in the City”.

The conference covered a wide array of topics, such as the elite
in society, “Who was running the cities? Elite and urban power
structures, 1700-2000”, which was organized by Sven Beckert
(Harvard University), Marcus Gräser and Ralf Roth (Frankfurt
University, Germany), environmental history (“When the
History of Cities Meets Environmental History” by Michèle
Dagenais and Claire Poitras (Montréal University), industrial-
ization, “The decline of industrial cities” by Lars Nilsson
(Stockholm University) and Henk van Dijk (Erasmus Univer-
sity, Rotterdam), and finally the political significance of cities
(“Imperial spaces and imperial power: urban geographies of
Empire” by Lynn Lees (University of Pennsylvania) and Ian
Black (King’s College London).

Central to the conference were the main sessions which focused
on the first topic mentioned above, the elite in society, and in
this sample of panels it was the session “Who was running the
city?” that attracted a lot of attention. Over the last 20 years the
study of elite has been intrinsically tied to research on the
middle class in cities. This close connection is an international
phenomenon and the chairs successfully represented this in the
composition of this session. In addition to the participants
from Harvard and Frankfurt there were presenters from Brazil,
Japan, Bulgaria, Norway, Hungary and Germany.

Among the 10 contributions presented, the topics ranged from
the constitution of elite groups, their activities over a long
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period of time and the methodological problems which exist in
the research process. These were covered on the examples of
King’s Lynn (United Kingdom), Frankfurt am Main (Ger-
many), Trondheim (Norway), Onitsha (Nigeria), São Paulo
(Brazil), Bucharest (Romania), Plovdiv and Sofia (Bulgaria) and
Budapest (Hungary). There were also contributions about the
American cities of New York and Chicago and a comparison
between Leipzig (Germany) and Edinburgh (Scotland). This
main session was divided into three panels. The first panel,
“City elite in a changing corporate society - 18th and 19th century”,
included contributions from Emi Konishi´s (Kawasaki
University) “Pluralist Power in the 18th-Century English Towns:
the Urban Elite of King’s Lynn”. Ralf Roth read a paper about
“Elites in German Cities during the 19th century” and Steinar
Supphellen (NTNU in Trondheim) spoke about “Governing
Trondheim in the 18th Century – formal structures and real life”.
The second panel of the session, “The appearance of new elite in
the 19th and 20th century”, raised the question of elite groups in
African cities before the arrival of colonial powers (Anene
Ejikeme from Barnard College in New York), the role of
European immigrants in urban regions of South America
(Maria Teresa M. Kerbauy and Oswaldo Truzzi from Julio de
Mesquita University in São Paulo), the patriarchal milieu of
Balkan cities (Dobrinka Parusheva from the Institute of Studies
in Sofia) and of Voluntary Society as Power Agency (Árpád
Tóth from the Miskolc University in Budapest). In the last
panel of the session, “City elite and the problem of mass politics in
the 19th and 20th century”, papers were presented on ‘Class and
Politics in New York’ (Sven Beckert from Harvard University),
the educated middle class of Chicago and the problem of
political power (Marcus Gräser from Frankfurt University) and
a comparison of Edinburgh and Leipzig (Michael Schäfer from
the Bielefeld University). Although the papers of this session
shed light on a diverse research field this diversity was still
closely tied together by a common entity, the city. It was fruitful
to consider the elite, middle class and power structures in
combination with cities.

The sessions, “Endangered Cities: Military Powers and Urban
Society in the Age of Total War” (Roger Chickering, Georgetown
University, Washington, and Marcus Funck, Technical
University of Berlin) and “Migration and gender in early-modern
European towns” (Erika Kuijpers, Utrecht University, and Sölvi
Sogner, Oslo University) succeeded in attracting a lot of
attention during the conference.

Aside from the main sessions there were also many sessions
covering some special topics such as for example, “From
Patrician Power to Common Citizenship? Transformations of the
city state in the aftermath of the French Revolution”. This session
was chaired by Maarten Prak (Utrecht University) and Anja
Victorine Hartmann (Institute of European History, Mainz,
Germany). Furthermore, many participants presented their
studies on urban history in roundtable sessions on the following
subjects: “Medieval and Early Modern”, “Industrial and Modern”,
and “Methodology and Historiography: Studying the European
City: National and Comparative Approaches”. These sessions

were chaired by Donatella Calabi (University of Venice),
Clemens Wischermann (Universität Konstanz) and Peter Clark
(Helsinki University). There was also a poster exhibition and
publishers stands set up by the organizers of the Conference.

All in all there were 300 registered participants. The German
contingent was the largest group (40) with the British histori-
ans following after. They had previously organized the 2000
meeting in Berlin. Larger groups came from France (21), Italy
(19), The Netherlands and Finland (13 each). The presence of
strong groups from the USA (23), Canada (19) and Japan (13)
illustrated the growing interest in European urban history
outside Europe. Unfortunately, it was not possible to attract
many urban historians from Eastern and Middle European
countries. Their absence was a conspicuous difference to the
Berlin conference. The organizers would like to change this at
their next conference which will be held in Athens, October
27–30, 2004. It is the distinct goal of the EAUH to represent
all of Europe in the research on city and urban history. The
topic of the Seventh International Conference on Urban
History will be “European City in Comparative Perspective”.
The organizers will install the following web sites:
www.panteion.gr/gr/tmimata/topa/UK0.html.

Dr. Ralf Roth, Historisches Seminar, Johann Wolfgang Goethe-
Universitat

“Chicagoland: More Than the Sum of Its Parts”
Ann Durkin Keating
Presidential Address

Urban History Association Annual Dinner
January 4, 2003

My talk began with a reference to my nearly decade-long work as
co-editor of the “Encyclopedia of Chicago History.” One of the
most important decisions that Jim Grossman, Jan Reiff and I
made on that project was to document not just the history of the
City of Chicago, but the wider metropolitan area. Because of that
decision I have read, and edited and reread, hundreds of histories
of suburban communities and Chicago neighborhoods.

Once over the initial information overload, I knew I had a special
opportunity.  Most of us work with case studies, extrapolating
our inferences to the wider metropolitan frame. I had a much
more complete base—all of the incorporated areas and neighbor-
hoods that compose one metropolitan area. Working from that
wide base, I am completing a book under contract with the Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, “Chicagoland: Exploring the Historical
Landscapes of a Metropolitan Region.”

My talk began by noting that my work on “Chicagoland” makes
possible a response to Mary Corbin Sies’s call for a “systematic,
empirically derived and comprehensive morphology of types of
North American settlements” (Journal of Urban History, March
2001).  I have found that the Chicago metropolitan area was
composed of four initial settlement types in the nineteenth cen-
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tury. In preliminary work with 216 nineteenth century settle-
ments, 34% began as farm centers, 30% as industrial towns 19%
as recreational/institutional centers, and 16% as residential rail-
road suburbs.

The first three settlement types are found across the midwest,
both in and outside metropolitan regions (farm centers, indus-
trial towns, and recreational/institutional centers), while residen-
tial railroad suburbs are found only in a metropolitan area like
Chicago.  Urban historians have intuitively looked at what was
distinctive about the nineteenth century metropolitan landscape—
residential suburbs.  But they have been far less interested in inte-
grating the more common settlements into their interpretations.
My larger project will explore each of these landscapes in detail.
For the January talk, I showed slides of Riverside, an example of a
residential railroad suburb with its train station, speculative sub-
urban plat, and houses set on landscaped lawns.  I also showed
slides of Gross Point, a farm center, with its crossroads, church,
and taverns.

I pointed out that more than twice as many settlements began as
farm centers than as residential suburbs in the nineteenth century
Chicago metropolitan area: twice as many Gross Points as River-
sides.  To understand the development of the Chicago metropoli-
tan region, we cannot just focus on the residential railroad sub-
urbs.  We must look as well at farm centers, industrial towns and
institutional/recreational centers.

A second observation that I shared that evening was that
Chicagoland, like other U.S. metropolitan areas was, and remains,
more than the sum of these settlements.  Metropolitan regions
are defined by the interrelationships between the settlements and
settlers who live in these different landscapes. Choose any swathe
of the Chicago metropolitan area and one is likely to find a mix
of the settlements types I have just discussed—farm centers neigh-
boring industrial towns abutting vacation spots next to commuter
suburbs. The metropolitan area is defined by a mix of settlement
types which necessarily interact with each other.

I noted that Robert Park and Louis Wirth used the word mosaic
to describe Chicago: “a mosaic of little worlds which touch but
do not interpenetrate.”   I think this is a useful description for the
wider metropolitan area as well.  In any direction out from the
center city, a range of settlement types—a mosaic of little worlds—
can be found.  However, a mosaic is static.  Metropolitan areas
are ever-changing mosaics, and I suggested that perhaps they might
be better described as kaleidoscopes.

Using slides of maps, historic images and current views, I pre-
sented examples of adjoining groups of settlements in Chicagoland
and the complex relationships between them.  First, I described
Riverside and its neighbors: Berwyn with its Hawthorne Works
worker housing; Brookfield (Grossdale) with its smaller lots and
more modest homes; and its oldest neighbor Lyons, an old recre-
ational center complete with a beer garden.  Then I turned to
farm center Gross Point and its residential railroad neighbors who
fought against the taverns in Gross Point, but joined with it to

create New Trier High School.

I closed with a couple of wider questions which my research has
raised for me, as well as  some initial musings on them.  How
does knowing the initial settlement types in the Chicago metro-
politan area enrich our understanding of metropolitan areas and
their history more generally?  My comment was that here in
Chicagoland, we see the importance of farm centers and indus-
trial towns to understanding the history of regional development.
This work offers a way to think about metropolitan areas that
moves beyond looking solely at the connections (albeit impor-
tant ones) between the urban core and outlying residential areas.
Perhaps we need to look at metropolitan areas as places that fuse
urban and rural forms—creating a variety of settlements, not just
residential suburbs.

A second question I raised related to contemporary metropolitan
areas and how historical patterns affected later metropolitan de-
velopment?  I suggested that we live with the physical legacies of
these settlement types down to the present.  The current metro-
politan areas is influenced by the diversity of patterns created in
the nineteenth century, as well as by the interactions between
historical settlements and settlers. Suburbanization of the last 60
to 80 years has been layered onto this historical landscape.

Ann Durkin Keating
North Central College
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Gunselman, Cheryl. “Pioneering Free
Library Service for the City, 1864-
1902: The Library Association of
Portland and the Portland Public
Library.” Oregon Historical Quar-
terly103 (Fall 2002), 320-37.
Howard. Walter T. “`Radicals Not
Wanted’: Communists and the 1929
Wilkes-Barre Silk Mills Strikes.”
Pennsylvania History69 (Summer
2002), 342-66.
Klapper, Melissa. “`A Long and Broad
Education’: Jewish Girls and the

Problem of Education in America.,
1860-1920.” Journal of American Ethnic
History22 (Fall 2002), 3-31.
Ladd, Dean. “Thomas H. Elsom:
Spokane’s First Telephone Installer.”
The Pacific Northwesterner44 (October
2000), 8-128.
Liberti, Rita M. “Trailblazing in Marin:
Women’s Dipsea Hikes, 1918-1922.”
California History81 (Number 1,
2002), 54-66.
Luconi, Stefano. “The Impact of World
War II on the Political Behavior of the
Italian-American Electorate in New
York City.” New York History83 (Fall
2002), 404-17.
Marcus, Kenneth H. “The Start of
Something Big: Theater Music in Los
Angeles, 1880-1900.” California
History81 (Number 1, 2002), 24-39.
McCormick, Charles. “From Seeing
Reds to Being Feds: The Pittsburgh
Bureau of Investigation Field Office in
Transition, 1920-1925.” Pennsylvania
History69 (Summer 2002), 367-92.
Miles, Henry. “Denver’s Orchestral
Overtures: Laying the Groundwork for
Musical Sophistication.” Colorado
Heritage (Spring 2002), 3-14.
Miles, Henry. “`Mr. Watson Has
Organized a Singing School’: Music
Instruction in Denver, 1859-1899.”
Colorado Heritage (Autumn 2002), 33-
46.
Morrow, Lynn. “St. Louis Tourist-
Sportsmen: Urban Clubs in the
Wetlands.” Missouri Historical Re-
view97 (October 2002), 20-42.
Nance, Susan. “Respectability and
Representation: The Moorish Science
Temple, Morocco, and Black Public
Culture in 1920s Chicago.” American
Quarterly54 (December 2002), 623-60.
Quigley, David. “Acts of Enforcement:
The New York City Election of 1870.”
New York History83 (Summer 2002),
271-92.
Ramsey, Paul J. “The War Against
German-American Culture: The
Removal of German-Language
Instruction from the Indianapolis
Schools.” Indiana Magazine of His-
tory98 (December 2002), 285-304.
Robertson, Stephen. “Making Right a
Girl’s Ruin: Working-Class Legal
Cultures and Forced Marriage in New
York City, 1890-1950.” Journal of

American Studies36 (August 2002),
199-230.
Schmidt, Andrew J. “Pleasure and
recreation for the People: Planning St.
Paul’s Como Park.” Minnesota His-
tory58 (Spring 2002), 40-58.
Song, Jingyi. “Fighting For Chinese-
American Identity.” New York History83
(Fall 2002), 385-403.
Stevens, Mark H. “The Week the
Experts Came to Town.” California
History81 (Number 1, 2002), 40-53.
Szczygiel, Bonj.  “`City Beautiful’
Revisited: An Analysis of Nineteenth-
Century Civic Improvement Efforts.”
Journal of Urban History29 (January
2003), 107-32.
Van Dyke, Michael. “Sitting Down to
Take a Stand.” Michigan History87
(January/February 2003), 8-19.
Wild, Mark. “`So Many Children at
One and So Many Kinds’: Schools and
Ethno-racial Boundaries in Early
Twentieth-Century Los Angeles.
Western Historical Quarterly33 (Winter
2002), 453-78.
Willett, Don. “Another Lost Cause?
Maritime Labor Unity on the Gulf
Coast Waterfronts.” Louisiana His-
tory43 (Summer 2002), 315-29.

Post-1945

Davis, Colin J. “`Shape of Fight?’: New
York’s Black Longshoremen, 1945-
1961.” International Labor and
Working-Class History (Fall 2002), 143-
63.
Forsyth, Ann. “Who Built Irvine?
Private Planning and the Federal
Government.” Urban Studies39
(December 2002), 2507-30.
Gotham, Kevin Fox. “Missed Opportu-
nities, Enduring Legacies: School
Segregation and Desegregation in
Kansas City, Missouri.” American
Studies43 (Summer 2002), 5-42.
Greenwald, Richard. “September 11
and New York City’s Workers: The
Personal Observations of a Working-
Class Historian.” International Labor
and Working-Class History (Fall 2002),
7-10.
Hempstead, Katherine. “Immigration
and Net Migration in New York City
1980-90: A Small Area Analysis.” Policy
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Studies Journal30 (Number One,
2002), 92-106.
Hogan, Wesley. “How Democracy
Travels: SNCC, Swarthmore Students
and the Growth of the Student
Movement in the North, 1961-1964.”
The Pennsylvania Magazine of History of
Biography126 (July 2002), 437-70.
Jespersen, T. Christopher. “Reposition-
ing Indianness: Native American
Organizations in Portland, Oregon,
1959-1975.”  Pacific Historical Re-
view71 (August 2002), 415-38.
Kramer, Michael J. “`Can’t Forget the
Motor City’: CREEM Magazine, Rock
Music, Detroit Identity, Mass Consum-
erism, and the Counterculture.” The
Michigan Historical Review28 (Fall
2002), 43-78.
Mohl, Raymond A. “Latinization in the
Heart of Dixie: Hispanics in Late-
Twentieth Century Alabama.” The
Alabama Review55 (October 2002),
243-74.
Moore, Leonard M. “Class Conflict
Over Residential Space in an African-
American Community: Cleveland’s
Lee-Seville Public Housing Contro-
versy.” Ohio History111 (Winter-Spring
2002), 25-43.
Patty, William Jordan. “`Victory Based
on Violence is Undesirable’: The Little
Rock Bus Strike of 1955-1956.” The
Arkansas Historical Quarterly61
(Autumn 2002), 233-54.
Peterson, Christian A. “Photographic
Imagery in Psychedelic Music Posters of
San Francisco.” History of Photogra-
phy26 (Winter 2002), 311-23.
Spear, Michael. “Lessons to be Learned:
The New York City Municipal Unions,
the 1970s Fiscal Crisis, and New York
City at a Crossroads After September
11.” International Labor and Working-
Class History (Fall 2002), 89-95.
White, Monica A. “Paradise Lost?
Teachers’ Perspectives on the Use of
Cultural Capital in the Segregated
Schools of New Orleans, Louisiana.”
The Journal of African American
History87 (Spring 2002), 269-81.

United States
Books

Alofsin, Anthony.  The Struggle for

Modernism: Architecture, Landscape
Architecture, and City Planning at
Harvard. New York: Norton, 2002.
Addams, Jane and Jean Bethke
Elshtain, editor. The Jane Addams
Reader. New York: Basic, 2002.
Armstrong, Elizabeth. Forging Gay
Identities: Organizing Sexuality in San
Francisco, 1950-1994. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2002.
Bales, Richard F. The Great Chicago Fire
and the Myth of Mrs. O’Leary’s Cow.
Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Co.,
2002.
Bayless, Pamela. The YMCA at 150: A
History of the YMCA Greater New York,
1852-2002. New York: YMCA of
Greater New York, 2002.
Benedetto, Robert, Jane Donovan, and
Kathleen Duall. Historical Dictionary of
Washington, D.C. Lanham, MD:
Scarecrow, 2003.
Berg-Sobré, Judith. San Antonio on
Parade: Six Historic Festivals. College
Station: Texas A&M University Press,
2003.
Biondi, Martha. To Stand and Fight:
The Struggle for Civil Rights in Postwar
New York City. Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press, 2003.
Boyd, Nan Alamilla. Wide-Open Town:
A History of Queer San Francisco to
1965. Berkeley: University of Califor-
nia Press, 2003.
Brandt, Nat. Chicago Death Trap: The
Iroquois Theatre Fire of 1903.
Carbondale: Southern Illinois Univer-
sity Press, 2003.
Brooker, Peter.  Modernity and Metropo-
lis: Writing, Film and Urban Forma-
tions. New York: Palgrave, 2002.
Bruno, Robert. Reforming the Chicago
Teamsters: The Story of Local 705.
DeKalb: Northern Illinois University
Press, 2003.
Buttenwieser, Ann L., Carol Willis,
Paul Willens, and James R. Rossant.
The Lower Manhattan Plan: The 1966
Vision for Downtown New York. New
York: Princeton Architectural Press,
2002.
Button, Daniel E. Take City Hall:
Mayor Tom Whalen and the Transforma-
tion of New York’s Capital to an “All-
America” City. Albany, NY: Whiston,
2003.
Chase, Marilyn.  The Barbary Plague:

The Black Death in Victorian San
Francisco. New York: Random House,
2003.
Châvez, Ernesto. Mi Raza Primero!”
(My People First!): Nationalism, Identity,
and Insurgency in the Chicano Movement
in Los Angeles, 1966-1978. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2002.
Clark-Lewis, Elizabeth, editor. First
Freed: Washington, D.C. in the Emanci-
pation Era. Washington, DC: Howard
University Press, 2002.
Danns, Dionne.  Something Better for
Our Children: Black Organizing in
Chicago Public Schools, 1963-1971.
New York: Routledge, 2003.
Davis, Mike. Dead Cities: A Natural
History. New York: New Press, 2002.
Dinnerstein, Joel. Swinging the
Machine: Modernity, Technology, and
African American Culture Between the
World Wars. Amherst: University of
Massachusetts Press, 2003.
Dival, Colin and Winston Bond,
editors. Suburbanising the Masses: Public
Transport and Urban Development in
Historical Perspective. Burlington, VT:
Ashgate, 2003.
Downey, Michael. The Cathedral at the
Heart of Los Angeles. Collegeville, MN:
Liturgical, 2002.
Durr, Marlese.  The New Politics of
Race: From DuBois to the 21st Century.
Westport, CT: Praeger, 2002.
Eagle, Adam Fortunate and Tim
Findley. Heart of the Rock: The Indian
Invasion of Acatraz. Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 2002.
Foote, Thelma Willis. Black and White
Manhattan: The History of Racial
Transformation in New York City, 1624-
1783. New York: Oxford University
Press, 2003.
Fraiser, Jim and West Freeman. The
French Quarter of New Orleans. Jackson:
University of Mississippi Press, 2003.
Friedman, Murray. Philadelphia Jewish
Life, 1940-2000. Philadelphia: Temple
University Press, 2003.
Fuerst, J.S. and D. Bradford Hunt.
When Public Housing Was Paradise:
Building Community in Chicago.
Westport, CT: Praeger, 2003.
Fujita-Rony, Dorothy B. American
Workers, Colonial Power: Philippine
Seattle and the Transpacific West, 1919-
1941. Berkeley: University of Califor-
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nia Press, 2003.
Galloway, Tammy. The Inman Family:
An Atlanta Family from Reconstruction
to World War I. Macon, Georgia: Mercy
University Press, 2002.
Galura, Joseph. Filipino Women in
Detroit, 1945-1955: Oral Histories from
the Filipino American Oral History
Project of Michigan. Ann Arbor: OCSL
Press, University of Michigan, 2002.
Galusha, Diane. Liquid Assets: A History
of New York City’s Water System.
Fleischmanns, NY: Purple Mountain
Press, 2002.
Gosling, David and Maria-Christina
Gosling. The Evolution of American
Urban Design: A Chronological Anthol-
ogy. Hoboken, NJ: Wiley-Academy,
2003.
Hansen, Royce. Civic Culture and
Urban Change: Governing Dallas.
Detroit: Wayne State University Press,
2003.
Harwood, Herbert H. Baltimore
Streetcars: The Postwar Years. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003.
Hayden, Dolores. Building American
Suburbia: Green Fields and Urban
Growth, 1820-2000. New York:
Pantheon, 2003.
Hepp, John Henry. The Middle-Class
City: Transforming Space and Time in
Philadelphia, 1876-1926. Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2003.
Herr, Jeffrey. Landmark L.A.: Historic-
Cultural Monuments of Los Angeles.
Santa Monica, CA: Angel City, 2002.
Hickey, Georgina. Hope and Danger in
the New South City: Working-Class
Women and Urban Development in
Atlanta, 1890-1940. Athens: University
of Georgia Press, 2003.
Hinshaw, John H. Steel and Steelwork-
ers: Race and Class Struggle in Twentieth-
Century Pittsburgh. Albany: State
University of New York, 2002.
Hirsch, Susan E. After the Strike: A
Century of Labor Struggles at Pullman.
Urbana: University of Illinois Press,
2003.
Homberger, Eric. Mrs. Astor’s New York:
Money and Social Power in a Gilded Age.
New Haven: Yale University Press,
2002.
House-Soremekun, Bessie. Confronting
the Odds: African American Entrepre-
neurship in Cleveland, Ohio. Kent, OH:

Kent State University Press, 2002.
James, Michael E. The Conspiracy of the
Good: Civil Rights and the Struggle for
Community in Two American Cities,
1875-1995. New York: Peter Lang,
2002.
Jamieson, Jon R. Raw Sewage to
Reclaimed Water: The History of
Sewerage in the Metropolitan San Diego-
Tijuana Region. Chula Vista, CA:
Nimbus Press, 2002.
Johnson, Robert D. The Radical Middle
Class: Populist Democracy and the
Question of Capitalism in Progressive Era
Portland, Oregon. Princeton, NJ:
Princeton University Press, 2003.
Kaplan, Lawrence and Carol P. Kaplan.
Between Ocean and City: The Transfor-
mation of Rockaway, New York. New
York: Columbia University Press, 2003.
Kelman, Ari. A River and Its City: The
Nature of Landscape in New Orleans.
Berkeley: University of California Press,
2003.
Kessner, Thomas. Capital City: New
York City and the Men Behind America’s
Rise to Economic Dominance, 1860-
1900. New York: Simon & Schuster,
2003.
Klaus, Susan L. and Frederick Law
Olmstead. A Modern Arcadia: Frederick
Law Olmstead, Jr. & The Plan for Forest
Hills Gardens. Amherst: University of
Massachusetts Press, 2002.
Kornwolf, James D. and Georgiana
Wallis Kornwolf. Architecture and Town
Planning in Colonial North America.
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University
Press, 2002.
Kroessler, Jeffrey A. New York Year by
Year: A Chronology of the Great Me-
tropolis. New York: New York Univer-
sity Press, 2002.
Kyriakoudes, Louis M. The Social
Origins of the Urban South: Race,
Gender, and Migration in Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, 1890-1930. Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina
Press, 2003.
Leahy, Stephen M. The Life of
Milwaukee’s Most Popular Politician,
Clement J. Zablocki: Milwaukee Politics
and Congressional Foreign Policy.
Lewiston, NY: E. Mellon, 2002.
Lotchin, Roger W. The Bad City in the
Good War: San Francisco, Los Angeles,
Oakland, and San Diego. Bloomington:

Indiana University Press, 2003.
Lyons, Paul. The People of this Genera-
tion: The Rise and Fall of the New Left in
Philadelphia. Philadelphia: University
of Pennsylvania Press, 2003.
McNamara, Brooks. The New York
Concert Saloon: The Devil’s Own Nights.
New York: Cambridge University Press,
2002.
McRoberts, Omar Maurice. Streets of
Glory: Church and Community in a
Black Urban Neighborhood. Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 2003.
Mendel, Ronald. “A Broad and
Ennobling Spirit”: Workers and Their
Unions in Late Gilded Age New York and
Brooklyn, 1886-1898. Westport, CT:
Praeger, 2003.
Miller, Sara Cedar. Central Park, An
American Masterpiece: A Comprehensive
History of the Nation’s First Urban Park.
New York: H.N. Abrams, 2003.
Murray, Sylvie. The Progressive House-
wife: Community Activism in Suburban
Queens, 1945-1965. Philadelphia:
University of Pennsylvania Press, 2003.
Museum of Sex. NYC Sex: How New
York City Transformed Sex in America.
New York: Scala, 2002.
Museum of the City of New York. A
Community of Many Worlds: Arab
Americans in New York City. Syracuse,
NY: Syracuse University Press, 2002.
Newman, Simon P. Embodied History:
The Lives of the Poor in Early Philadel-
phia. Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Press, 2003.
Peterson, Jon A. City Planning in the
United States: 1840-1917. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003.
Revell, Keith D. Building Gotham:
Civic Culture and Public Policy in New
York City, 1898-1938. Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2003.
Sandler, Gilbert. Small Town Baltimore:
An Album of Memories. Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002.
Schecter, Barnett. The Battle for New
York: The City at the Heart of the
American Revolution. New York: Walker
& Co., 2002.
Schwartz, David G. Suburban Xanadu:
The Casino Resort of the Las Vegas Strip
and Beyond. New York: Routledge,
2003.
Shelley, Thomas J. Slovaks on the
Hudson: Most Holy Trinity Church,
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Yonkers, and the Slovak Catholics of the
Archdiocese of New York, 1894-2000.
Washington, DC: Catholic University
Press, 2002.
Shockley, Megan Taylor. We, Too, Are
Americans: African American Women in
Detroit and Richmond, 1940-54.
Urbana: University of Illinois, 2003.
Sloat, Warren. A Battle for the Soul of
New York: Reverend Charles Parkhurst’s
Crusade Against Police Corruption, Vice,
and Tammany Hall, 1892-1895. New
York, NY: Cooper Square, 2002.
Stravitz, David. The Chrysler Building:
Creating a New York Icon, Day by Day.
New York: Princeton University Press,
2002.
Stange, Maren. Bronzeville: Black
Chicago in Pictures, 1942-1948. New
York: New Press, 2003.
Swierenga, Robert P. Dutch Chicago: A
History of the Hollanders in the Windy
City. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans,
2002.
Tebeau, Mark. Eating Smoke: Fire in
Urban America. Baltimore: Johns
Hopkins University Press, 2003.
Traverso, Susan. Welfare Politics in
Boston, 1910-1940. Amherst: Univer-
sity of Massachusetts Press, 2003.
Wallace, Mike. A New Deal for New
York. New York: Bell & Weiland, 2002.
Wright, Amos J. Historic Indian Towns
in Alabama, 1540-1838. Tuscaloosa,
AL: University of Alabama Press, 2003.
Young, David M. Chicago Aviation: An
Illustrated History. DeKalb: Northern
Illinois University Press, 2003.

Latin America
Articles

Agostini, Claudia, “Discurso médico,
cultura higiénica y la mujer en la ciudad
de México al cambio de siglo (XIX-XX),”
Mexican Studies/Estudios Mexicanos, 18:
1, winter 2002, 1-22.
Coy, Martin and Martin Pöhler, “Gated
Communities in Latin American
Megacities: Case Studies in Brazil and Ar-
gentina,” Environment and Planning B,
29:3, May 2002, 355-370.
De Lima Portas, Marco, “O direito
administrativo disciplinar na Polícia Civil
do Estado de São Paulo,” Revista de
Direito Administrativo, 227, 2002, 69-82.

De Melo Gomes, Tiago and Micol Seigel,
“Sabina’s Oranges: The Colours of Cul-
tural Politics in Rio de Janeiro, 1889-
1930,” Journal of Latin American Cultural
Studies, 11:1, March 2002, 5-
28.Espinoza, Carlos, “Entre la ciudad y
el continente:
opciones para la construcción de los
estados andinos en la época de la
independencia,” Revista Andina 34, 2002.
Fallaw, Ben, “Dry Law, Wet Politics:
Drinking and Prohibition In Post-Revo-
lutionary Yucatán, 1915-1935,” Latin
American Research Review, 37:2, summer
2002, 37-64.
Freire-Medeiros, Bianca, “Hollywood
Musicals and the Invention of Rio de
Janeiro, 1933-1953,” Cinema Journal,
41:4, summer 2002.
Galafassi, Guido Pascual, “Ecological Cri-
sis, Poverty and Urban Development in
Latin America,” Democracy and Nature,
8:1, March 2002, 117-130.
Hampe Martínez, Teodoro, “Un capítulo
de historia regional peruana: La ciudad
de Zaña y su entorno ante la inundación
(1720),” Revista Andina 34, 2002.
Hojman, David, “Debate, Explaining
Crime in Buenos Aires: The Roles of In-
equality, Unemployment, and Structural
Change,” Bulletin of Latin American Re-
search 21: 1, January 2002.
Langer, Johnni, “A Cidade Perdida da Ba-
hia: mito e arqueologia no Brasil
Império,” Revista Brasileira de Historia,
22: 43, 2002, 126-152.
León Galarza, Catalina, “Las elites
coloniales y la politicidad del sexo:
Cuenca, segunda mitad del siglo XVIII,”
Revista Andina 34, 2002.
Newcomer, Daniel, “The Symbolic
Battleground: The Culture of Modern-
ization in 1940s León, Guanajuato,”
Mexican Studies-Estudios Mexicanos, 18:
1, winter 2002, 61-100.
Peruzzotti, Enrique, “Towards a New
Politics: Citizenship and Rights in Con-
temporary Argentina,” Citizenship Stud-
ies, 1, March 2002, 77 – 93.
Petras, James, “The Unemployed Work-
ers Movement in Argentina,” Monthly Re-
view, 53:8, January 2002, 32-45.
Tedesco, Laura, “La Nata contra el
Vidrio: Urban Violence and Democratic
Governability in Argentina,” Bulletin of
Latin American Research 21: 1, January
2002.

Turner, Brian, “Liberating the Municipio
Libre: The Normalization of Municipal
Finance in Yucatan,” Mexican Studies-
Estudios Mexicanos 18:1, winter 2002,
101-132.
Valerio-Jiménez, Omar S, “Neglected
Citizens and Willing Traders: The Villas
del Norte (Tamaulipas) in Mexico’s
Northern Borderlands, 1749-1840,”
Mexican Studies-Estudios Mexicanos, 18:2,
summer 2002, 251-296.
Velázquez, Mark Overmyer, “The Renais-
sance of Oaxaca City’s Historical Ar-
chives,” Latin American Research Review,
37:1, spring 2002, 186-198.
Webster, Susan V, “The Architect and the
Construction of the Church of El
Sagrario in Quito,” Colonial Latin Ameri-
can Review, 11:1, June 2002, 71-87.
Zanetta, Cecilia, “The Failings of
Argentina’s Reform Program: A View
from the Municipal and Housing Sec-
tors,” Cities, 19:3, June 2002: 173-182.

Latin America
Books

Almandoz, Arturo ed., Planning Latin
America’s Capital Cities, 1850-1950 (E &
FN Spon, 2002).
Fischer, Edward, Tecpan Guatemala: A
Modern Maya Town in Global and Local
Context (Westview Press, 2002)
Garcés, Mario, Tomando su sitio: El
movimiento de pobladores de Santiago,
1957-1970 (LOM, Santiago, 2002).
Guerra Manzo, Enrique, Caciquismo y
orden público en Michoacán, 1920-1940
(El Colegio de México, 2002).
Halperin Donghi, Tulio, Historia de la
Universidad de Buenos Aires (Eudeba,
Buenos Aires, 2002).
Karush, Matthew B, Workers or Citizens:
Democracy and Identity in Rosario, Argen-
tina, 1912-1930 (University of New
Mexico Press, 2002).
Koth, Karl B, Waking the Dictator:
Veracruz, the Struggle for Federalism and
the Mexican Revolution, 1824-1927 (Uni-
versity of Calgary Press, 2002).
Kraag, Hendrik, Race, State, and the
Armed Forces in Independence-Era Brazil:
Bahia (1790s-1840s) (Stanford Univer-
sity Press, 2002).
Lane, Kris, Quito 1599: City and Colony
in Transition (University of New Mexico
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working smoothly.  156 members of the UHA now subscribe to
the JUH.  That is an increase of 16 over last year and keeps the
percentage at 33%.  Though we continue to have occasional
glitches,  most members who subscribe to the JUH now do so
and receive their discount through the UHA renewal process.  In
return we have placed ads in the March and October JUH, which
will be an annual occurrence, and they have placed an ad in the
March newsletter.  The editor of the Journal of Urban History
now serves as an ex-officio officer of the Urban History Associa-
tion.  So I, David Goldfield, the board of the JUH, and Sage
concur, that the second year of our new arrangement continues
to work fine and we will continue to do so in coming years.  For
now, we will accept the arrangement as is for three years and
review it at that time.

Schneider, and Thomas Sugrue.

Finally, Mahoney thanked outgoing president Ann Keating.
Mahoney remarked that Ann had been an active and involved
president, a co chair of the conference committee - and hosted a
key meeting of that committee in April.  Ann also continued the
tradition of having meetings of the Board of Directors at the
AHA and OAH as a great way to meet those directors who made
it to the meetings and getting their input on the issues facing the
association.  Ann has also been a supportive and understanding
colleague throughout the a very hectic busy year.

Mahoney then expressed the hope of seeing many of those present
at the fourteenth annual Urban History Association dinner at
6:30 in the Belaggio Room, downstairs in Maggianos Little Italy,
at Clark and North Streets.  He thanked Ann Keating for her
work last spring in finding a great spot for us at which to have the
annual dinner.  Robert Fishman, president-elect will preside and
Ann Keating, will deliver the presidential address “Chicagoland,
More than a Sum of Its Parts.” Robert Fishman will then present
the UHA awards for scholarly distinction for 2002.

Finally, Mahoney reminded those present that the Urban His-
tory Association luncheon would be held at the meeting of the
OAH in Memphis Tennessee in April.  Kenneth Jackson of Co-
lumbia University will deliver the luncheon address, “My Mem-
phis: Reflections of a Native Son” on Friday April 4, 2003 at
11:15 A. M. (room to be announced).  He expressed his desire to
see many of those present at the luncheon.

Ann Keating, then recognized Mary Corbin Sies, chair of the
Committee on Nominations to give the Report of Committee
on Nominations.  In Professor Sies’ absence, Timothy Mahoney
read the report into the record.  “On behalf of the members of
the Committee on Nominations (Mary Corbin Sies, Chair;
Donna Gabaccia, and Jon Teaford), I am pleased to report the
results of the election of the President-Elect and seven new mem-
bers of the Board of Directors.  Fifty-one members of the Urban
History Association cast ballots.  Kathleen Conzen received forty-
nine votes for the position of President-Elect.   For seats on the
UHA Board of Directors, Greg Hise received forty-nine votes;
Max Page received forty-eight; Etan Diamond, Robert Lewis,
Mary Odem, and Carol Willis received forty-seven votes; and
Heather Thompson received forty-six.  Having received the vast
majority of the votes from the members who cast ballots, Kathleen
Neils Conzen is elected UHA President for 2004, to succeed
Robert Fishman.  Each of the aforementioned members is also
elected to a three-year term on the Board of Directors, from Janu-
ary 2003 through December 2005. We would like to offer con-
gratulations to President-Elect Conzen and each new member of
the Board of Directors. Respectfully submitted for the Commit-
tee, Mary Corbin Sies, Chair of the Committee on Nomina-
tions, Department of American Studies, University of Maryland,
College Park.

Ann Keating then raised a couple of items of old business.  She
gave a brief report on the continued discussion of the on the

UHA Past Presidents (l to r) Lizabeth Cohen, David Goldfield,
Raymond Mohl, and Lynn Hollen Lees at the UHA Annual

Dinner in Chicago on January 4, 2003

Mahoney also reported that the Board of Directors continues to
discuss the relationship between the Urban History Association
and the H-Urban.  We now seem very near a final motion that
will involve a merger of the two organizations and make H-Ur-
ban the electronic outlet of the UHA.  This, along with antici-
pated changes in our website this summer, will be among the
significant developments in what is now an “off year” as the con-
ference becomes the centerpiece of our service to out members
and the profession.

Having reported on the activities of the association, Mahoney
then thanked Joel Schwartz for his continued work as the Mem-
bership Secretary.  He also thanked Janet Bednarek, Editor of the
Urban History Newsletter, for the great job she has done in her
third year as editor of the newsletter as we now approach the 29th

issue of the biannual newsletter in March 2003.  Mahoney also
thanked Janet’s husband, Mike Bednarek, for serving as our un-
official camera person for the Urban History Conference.
Mahoney also thanked the outgoing members of the Board of
Directors for their three years of service to the association that
ended on December 31 2002.  They are Roger Biles, Amy Bridges,
Howard Gillette, Paul M. Hohenberg,  Mingzheng Shi, John C.
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merger between H-Urban and the Urban History Association.
Keating reported that under Robert Fishman the board will ad-
dress this issue electronically in the next few months and bring a
motion to the board meeting in April at the OAH meeting.  Ann
Keating then offered a motion to continue the annual renewal of
support for National Coordinating Committee for the Promo-
tion of History ($350).  The motion was seconded and approved
by the majority present.  Likewise, Ann offfered a motion that
the UHA continue  its support of SACRPH The motion
was second and briefly discussed before being approved by a
majority of those present.

Under new business those present had a brief discussion of con-
ference logistics.  In particular they discussed a proposal brought
before the board to change the by-laws to extend the terms of the
President and President Elect to two years (beginning in 2005).
It has been argued that this will create more continuity in orga-
nizing the biennial conference.  Some were concerned about re-
quiring too much of a commitment.  It was suggested by those
present that the board take most of 2003 to discuss this matter
and bring it to the board only next January.

Bruce Geelhoed of Ball State University was then recognized from
the floor.  He requested that the Urban History Association pro-
vide non-momentary sponsorship for the third Small Cities Con-
ference in Fall 2003.  A motion was made and seconded from the
floor.  A majority those present approved the motion. The meet-
ing was adjourned at 5:30 P.M.

President Robert Fishman Presents UHA Best Book Award to
Robert Fogelson at the UHA annual dinner in Chicago on

January 4, 2003

Urban History Association Annual Awards

Best Book in North American Urban History
published in 2001

Robert M. Fogelson, Downtown, Its Rise and Fall, 1880-1950
(Yale University Press, 2001)

In Downtown: Its Rise and Fall, 1880-1950 Robert M.
Fogelson addresses one of the central questions of urban history
(and of urban studies in general) and does so broadly and
persuasively. Taking his subject from the late nineteenth
century, when downtown was synonymous with the business
district, through the interwar years when it meant the central
business district, to the mid-twentieth century when it became
just another business district, he argues that downtowns
declined despite and in part because of efforts to maintain their
importance.  Even for scholars who disagree with his findings,
Fogelson's book will form the foundation for historical research
on downtowns in the same way that Kenneth Jackson's
Crabgrass Frontier did for the study of suburbs. Moreover, the
elegant writing and thought-provoking illustrations make
reading Downtown both pleasant and stimulating.

Best Article in Urban History published in 2001

Mary Corbin Sies, “North American Suburbs, 1880-1950:
Cultural and Social Reconsiderations,” (The Journal of Urban
History, March 2001)

Mary Corbin Sies’ ambitious article broadens our understand-
ing by challenging the traditional image of the middle-class
suburb. Combining a reexamining of the prevailing literature
with a telling comparison of data between four suburbs--Short
Hills, New Jersey; St. Martin’s in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania;
Kenilworth, Illinois; and Lake of the Isles in Minneapolis,
Minnesota -- the author suggests a new research agenda for
historians through both micro- and macroanalysis.  Difference
in the demographic characteristics of these four communities
for the early twentieth century finds little to support prevailing
stereotypes of the homogeneous white suburbs. Such diversity
leads Sies to propose a methodology for the study of suburban
places which combines local history with the study of the
suburb as built environment and larger variables that formed
the context in which suburban communities developed. Her
findings  suggest complex relationships between the urban ideal
first touted by developers, lifestyle  magazines, and others
seeking to create a marketable vision of suburban life and the
reality found in these places. Only through a critical reading of
suburban self-description and prescription, she argues, will
historians avoid the trap of reproducing an ideological framing
of homogenous white suburbanization.  Sies’s important
reexamination of suburban ideology and community not only
synthesizes a significant body of research but also promises to
redefine the way scholars and teachers approach the phenom-
enon of suburbanization in the future.

Best Dissertation in Urban History completed
in 2001

Matthew William Klingle, "Urban by Nature: An Environmen-
tal History of Seattle, 1880-1970" (University of Washington,
2001)

"Urban by Nature: An Environmental History of Seattle, 1880-
1970" merges urban and environmental history in a way that is
both striking in the depth and breadth of its research as well as
sophisticated and original in its argument.  This interdiscipli-
nary study of spatial development in a northwestern city makes
a very interesting argument about the relationship between "the
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city" and "nature," in an attempt to trace how nature in the city
was  produced and reproduced over space and time."(p.7.)  It
identifies an important strain in urban planning that saw itself
in the business of "improving" rather than destroying nature.
Indeed, the author argues that Americans at the turn of the
20th century did not always see city and nature as opposites but
instead viewed urbanization as an instrument to improve the
natural world and create "urban nature."  The promotion of
"urban nature," however, had unintended consequences that
often reproduced and amplified community divisions and
promoted social inequality.  Post World War II promoters of
urban nature tried to correct earlier problems but even a new
ecological understanding of nature produced another assort-
ment of unintended consequences.  This dissertation quite
successfully demonstrates how Seattle's attitudes toward nature
and the city change over time and how they influenced each
other.  Its examination of the construction of urban space is a
significant contribution to both environmental and western
urban history.

Newberry Library Urban History
Dissertation Group, 2002-2003

Sept. 18, Heather Barrow, University of Chicago, “The
Automobile in the Garden: Dearborn, MI, Suburb of Ford
Employees, 1920-29.”

Oct. 23, Timothy Neary, Loyola University Chicago,
“Crossing Parochial Boundaries: African Americans and
Interrracial Catholic Social Action in Chicago, 1914-1954.”

Nov. 20, Anthony Raynsford, University of Chicago, “The
Trope of the Public Square and the Problem of Social
Atomization in the Twentieth-Century.”

Dec. 11, Maria Snyder, Washington University, “Local Space
in Sixteenth-Century Nuremberg’s Vernacular Texts: The
Writings of Hans Sachs and Albrecht Durer in the Context
of Contemporary Technical and Military Literature.”

Jan. 22, Kitty Hannaford, University of Chicago, “Theatres
and Entertainment Districts in Downtown Chicago: The
Spatial Progress of Commercial Cultural Life, 1880-1910.”

Feb. 26, Laura Milsk, Loyola University Chicago, “Meet Me
at the Station: The Culture and Aesthetics of Chicago’s
Railroad Terminals, 1871-1930.”

March 19, Angela Gugliotta, University of Notre Dame,
“‘Hell With the Lid Taken Off ’: A Cultural History of Air
Pollution, Pittsburgh Before 1942.”

April 23, Micheline Nilsen, University of Delaware, “The
Other Side of the Tracks: The Implantation of the Railways
in Western European Capitals.”

May 28, Rachel Remmel, University of Chicago, “The
Architecture of Public School Buildings in Boston in the
Nineteenth Century.”
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Milestones and Members News

Marta Gutman received an NEH fellowship for her project:
“What Kind of a City: Women Charitable Landscapes and Ur-
ban Building in California”

Barbara Franco, Director, Historical Society of Washington,
received an NEH fellowship for Gateway Program for Com-
munity Development and exhibitions ($400,000).

UHA members William Cronon, Ann Keating, Donald L.
Miller, Dominic Pacyga, and Richard Schneirov were among
the on camera interview subjects in the film “Chicago: City of
the Century.”  The film aired on PBS as part of the series “The
American Experience” on January13-15, 2003.

In Memoriam:
Continued Tributes to Archie Motley

Archie Motley, Archivist Emeritus of the Chicago Historical
Society, passed away on November 11, 2002 [See Urban
History Newsletter 28 (October, 2002), 18]. Urban History
Association members provide the following tributes.

I know that Archie Motley built a priceless social and
political history manuscript collection for the Chicago
Historical Society (CHS), and made all kinds of important
connections between CHS and the larger Chicago commu-
nity.  But I would like to use my space here to talk instead
about what a decent, democratic individual Archie was.  For
me and hundreds of other researchers, that was what made
him so special.  I arrived at CHS as an ABD from UC
Berkeley to figure out what collections might be helpful for
some amorphous dissertation I was contemplating on
working-class Chicago during the 1920s and 1930s.  CHS
was one of the first archives I hit, so I barely knew how to use
tools like collection inventories.  Archie sat me down,
listened to my vague conceptions, and started rattling off
manuscript collections that might be useful to me.  Although
helpful from the start, at first he was gruff.  As time went on,
though, and I became a fixture in the manuscript reading
room week after week, he became warmer, friendlier, and
eventually a friend.  I—and I am sure many other graduate
students—could look forward to archival discoveries he made
for me, introductions to other scholars, and—if CHS doesn’t
mind me revealing it—occasional “discounts” on xeroxing.
Archie was sympathetic to the fact that my husband was
teaching in California and that I needed to work like crazy
when in Chicago in order to get home periodically.  Xeroxing
copies of important documents was one way of moving
through the vast material that I wanted to look at.  Archie
joked that I was establishing the “Chicago Historical Society
West,” but he did what he could to make it more affordable.
Most significant, however, was the attention, acceptance and
respect he offered every researcher who entered his archive,
whether greenhorn dissertation student or established

historian.  When Making A New Deal:  Industrial Workers in
Chicago was finally published and met success, Archie was as
proud as could be.  But it was his attentiveness when the
book was barely a twinkle and I barely an historian that
impressed me the most.

Lizabeth Cohen
Howard Mumford Jones Professor of American Studies
Department of History, Harvard University

Archie was sui generis.  He was also uniquely generous.
Quick to share his encyclopedic knowledge of the city and
the Society’s collections, Archie could provide more insight
in a casual ten-minute conversation than one might other-
wise glean from a day of independent study.  In my own case,
his guidance in negotiating the labyrinth of CHS archival
materials was instrumental in the completion of my disserta-
tion. His concern never waned.  Nearly a quarter-century
removed from Chicago, I still received from Archie an
occasional Windy City “Care” package , filled with
clippings, copies of documents he thought would be of
interest, and news of the foibles of a mutually-shared
heartache — the Cubs.  As a man who adorned the wall
above his desk with Bill Madlock posters after the Wrigleys
traded the two-time National League batting champion for
the eminently forgettable Bobby Murcer (a crime only
slightly less heinous than the infamous Lou Brock for Ernie
Broglio transaction), Archie knew how to persevere — and
state as thesis.

Arnold R. Hirsh
Professor, University of New Orleans
 Midlo Center Chair

My forays into manuscript collections at the Chicago
Historical Society (CHS) never began without a lengthy
conversation with Archie Motley.  First a quick report from
Archie about the recent outrages perpetrated by Windy City
politicians.  Then, depending upon the season, his lamenta-
tions concerning the shortcomings of the Bulls, Bears, Cubs,
White Sox, or Black Hawks.  Next, a quick report from the
master archivist on who was doing what research on Chicago
and whose book would soon be published.  Only after a
generous half-hour or more of gossip and banter would our
attention turn to the research at hand.  In answering my
questions, Archie unfailingly pointed me in the right
direction.  His encyclopedic knowledge of CHS’s vast
resources saved researchers countless hours of digging.  We
will miss his self-deprecating manner, infectious laugh, and
unmatched expertise.  Chicago has lost a civic treasure.

W. Roger Biles
 Professor, East Carolina University

When the heartbreaking news of the terrible accident first
went around, another historian observed to me that Archie
was probably acknowledged in more books than any other
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archivist.  I can’t say for sure, but I know how essential
Archie was to my work.  It wasn’t just his magisterial
knowledge of the Chicago Historical Society’s eclectic
collections, many of which he helped develop.  It was
Archie’s sense for what made the material so rich and
important, his feel for the texture of experience that all of us
seek to capture.  He also reminded us that what we were
doing should not concern just the powerful and prominent,
but also the disadvantaged and the less visible who made up
so much of urban society.  Especially in the city whose flaws
fascinated him as much as its strengths, and to which he
devoted a professional lifetime bringing to life.

Carl Smith
Northwestern University

I first met Archie Motley the same way that many people inter-
ested in Chicago history met him—in the very first book on
Chicago history that they picked up.  For me, that was now
over 30 years ago, when I first poured over Harold Mayer and
Richard C. Wade’s Chicago: Growth of a Metropolis (Chicago:
University of Chicago Press, 1969).  When Mayer and Wade
came, at the end of the book, to acknowledge their debts in
writing the book, they noted that though “literally scores of
people helped at one time or another, none gave so much time
or such useful advice as did Archie Motley of the Chicago His-
torical Society.” (p.511)

From that first book, I know I cannot total the number of
books on Chicago and urban history that contain a similar line
of acknowlegement.  The newest Chicago book that I’ve sat
with, in many ways so very different from Mayer and Wade, is
Maureen Flanagan’s Seeing with Their Hearts: Chicago Women
and the Vision of the Good City, 1871-1933 (Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 2002). She mentions Archie and Ralph Pugh
by name noting that they “were unfailingly generous of their
time and expertise in helping me locate the often-elusive evi-
dence of women’s activities, suggesting any possible collection
in which I might find anything on women.” (p. xiii)

Of course, in between those two books, I actually got to meet
Archie Motley.  By that point I was in graduate school, and I
have to say I was terrified of meeting Archie based on all of the
acknowledgements of his help that I had read.  I know it took
many visits to the archives room here before I actually talked
to Archie, but as all of you already know, I found him to be
knowledgeable, helpful and kind.  I always enjoyed our con-
versations—however short or long. His presence will be missed
by me, but perhaps more sadly by future researchers who will
never have had the opportunity to ask him questions and gain
his advice.
But professionally, if not personally, my sadness is tempered by
the wonderful collections which Archie brought to the CHS
over his long career here.  He is nationally renowned for his
work in collecting on labor history, African-American history
and political history.  But his collecting extended far beyond
those areas.  I have been regularly surprised and delighted to

Centre for Metropolitan History,
Senate House, London

Friday 31 October - Saturday 1 November 2003

Call for Papers

Following on from a successful conference on London livery
companies held in April 2000, this conference seeks to build on
the lively current historical interest in guilds to encourage a
broader exploration of these organisations across Europe. As
interest in guilds has revived in recent years the questions that
shaped enquiry early in the last century have been replaced by a
new variety and range of approaches. This conference seeks to
reflect this diversity and to encourage cross-over between
different approaches. It is particularly concerned to encourage
the development of comparative national and international
work in this area.

Papers are invited that deal with aspects of urban trade and craft
guilds and their membership in Europe at any point in history.
We welcome case-studies of individual guilds as well as broader
or more theoretical pieces.

Keynote speakers to include: Professor Larry Epstein, Professor
Derek Keene

Papers that address the following themes will be particularly wel-
come:
* Internal and external communication
* Self-representation
* Contemporary perceptions of guilds
* Architecture and space
* Rituals
* Religious dimensions
* The nature of guild power
* Gender, work and regulation
* Artisanal experience of association
* Fraud and deceit
* Fragmentation of authority
* National and international networks
* Innovation and new technology
* Mercantile systems

Papers that consider comparisons between the guilds of different
towns, cities, regions or countries would be particularly welcome.

find materials on far-flung suburbs in this region. I suspect
many of you have had similar experiences.

What Archie embodied for me, and will always embody, is an
understanding of the crucial role that archivists play in history.
Great archivists make great history possible.  May Archie’s col-
lections make great history for generations to come.

Ann Durkin Keating
North Central College
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Activities of the Urban History Association
at the annual meeting of the

Organization of American Historians

April 3 - 6, 2003

Memphis Cook Convention Center
and Memphis Marriott Downtown

Friday, April 4, 2003

8:30 - 9:45 A. M.

Board of Directors Meeting
Room: Executive Conference Center
Memphis Cook Convention Center

11:15 A. M.

The Urban History Association Luncheon, Room:
Heritage I, Memphis Marriott Downtown (con-

nected to the Memphis Cook Convention Center
by a skywalk)

Presiding: Robert Fishman, University of Michi-
gan, President of the Urban History Association

Luncheon Address:
“My Memphis: Reflections of a Native Son”
Kenneth T. Jackson, Columbia University

The conference organisers are also keen to attract  papers that
investigate the absence of guilds in particular urban environments.

Send abstracts of 300 words (by post or e-mail) by 31 March
2003 to:Dr P. Wallis, Department of History, University of
Nottingham, Nottingham NG7 2RD, UK;
patrick.wallis@nottingham.ac.uk

Small Cities: Past, Present, and Future
Third Annual Conference
September 12-13, 2003

Call for Papers

The Center for Middletown Studies at Ball State University and
the Minnetrista Cultural Center invite paper and panel proposals
for their third annual Small Cities Conference.  The purpose of
the conference is to explore the distinctive challenges that have
confronted and still confront small cities, municipalities with a
population between 40,000 to 100,000 people.  Professor Allen
Wolfe of Boston College, author of One Nation, After All, will be
the keynote speaker at the conference.

Proposals for papers and sessions dealing with the historical, eco-
nomic, political, social, educational, and cultural aspects of the
small city experience will be considered.  Preference will be given
to proposals that focus on small cities in North America, but
proposals form scholars who are studying topics in European cit-
ies will also be considered.  The conference organizers encourage
submissions from social scientists, humanists, urban planners,
public officials, journalists, and educators in the elementary and
secondary schools.  Submissions form graduate students are also
encouraged.

Proposals for complete panels, including two or three papers, a
chair and a commentator, are requested.  We will also consider
proposals for single papers and for roundtable sessions.  All pro-
posals should include a one-page description of each paper and a
brief c.v. for each pariticpant.  Proposals for complete sessions
should also include a brief (no more than 500 words) discussion
of the common issues raised in the panel.  The deadline for sub-
missions is April 14, 2003.  Send proposals to Bruce Geelhoed,
Center for Middletown Studies, Ball State University, Munci, IN
47306.  Phone: (765) 285-8037.  Fax: (765) 285-3571.  Email:
bgeelhoed@bsu.edu.  The conferencd will be held September 12-
13, 2003, at the Minnetrista Cultural Center in Muncie, IN.
Accepted papers must be completed and received by August 1,
2003.

The Urban History Newsletter (ISSN 1049-2887) is published
twice yearly by The Urban History Association for members
and subscribers.  Copy deadlines are January 15 and Septem-
ber 1.  Address editorial matters to: Janet R. Daly Bednarek,
Editor, c/o

Department of History, University of Dayton, 300 College
Park, Dayton, Ohio 45469-1540 USA (Phone: 937-229-2848;
fax: 937-229-4400; email:
Janet.Bednarek@notes.undayton.edu.

Inquiries about membership, subscriptions, or changes of
address should be sent to:  Joel Schwartz, Membership
Secretary, c/o Department of History, Montclair State Univer-
sity, 1 Normal Avenue, Montclair, NJ07043 USA (Phone: 973-
655-7541; e-mail:  SCHWARTZJ@saturn.montclair.edu).

Inquiries about the activities of  the Association or about
purchasing back issues of the newsletter (when available) should
be sent to: Timothy R. Mahoney, Executive Secretary &
Treasurer, c/o Department of History, University of Nebraska -
Lincoln, Lincoln Nebraska 68588-0327 (Phone: 402-472-
3247; fax: 402-472-8839; email: tmahoney1@unl.edu.



20

Pop Quiz:
Patriotism involves (a) giving your
life for your country; (b) flying
the flag on national holidays;
(c) shopping till you drop. If you
answered (c), you’ll be well
prepared to follow this intrigu-
ing, oblique look at the recent
American past by Bancroft Prize-
winner Lizabeth Cohen.”

—Kirkus Reviews

{ }“

Lizabeth Cohen’s
A CONSUMERS’ 

REPUBLIC
THE POLITICS OF 

MASS CONSUMPTION 
IN POSTWAR AMERICA

“A magnificent, pathbreaking achievement.
Cohen lays bare the deeply transformative impact of mass prosperity

on the texture of American social, political, and cultural life
in the post-World War II era—its triumphs and costs as well as its limitations.

An unflaggingly provocative, indispensable book.”—David M. Kennedy,
author of Freedom from Fear: The American People in Depression and War, 1929–1945

PUBLISHED BY KNOPF           www.aaknopf.com

“Pure joy: a brilliantly
revealing, sometimes
painful portrait of 
consumer activists 
of the 60s, 70s, and 80s,
situated in rich but until now unex-
amined historical context. Here, too,
are the lessons for the future if the
next generation is to reclaim the
buoyant democratic promise of the
best of our consumer impulses.”
—Michael Pertschuk, former chair, FTC

“A fine work of history,
showing how we came to live in a
world of things, fat if not neccesari-
ly happy.”             —Kirkus Reviews

“A landmark synthesis of
political & economic history
…a work of enduring value. It’s influ-
ence will be felt for years to come.” 
—Jackson Lears, author of Fables of
Abundance: A Cultural History of
Advertising in America

“Sharp and incisive…
Cohen asks whether mass consumption
has successfully created a more egalitar-
ian and democratic society. The answer
is balanced, judicious and laced with
suggestions.”     —Publishers Weekly

“Deeply researched and 
intelligently argued…
A significant challenge to prevailing
ideas of citizenship and community.”
—Alan Brinkley, author of Liberalism 
and Its Discontents


